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Cathy: This is March 23rd, 1984, my name is Catherine Wright and 
I'm going to interview Ruth Dimick about the Southwestern Community 
Action Council here in Huntington, West Virginia. Okay, okay, 
could I have your name, please? 
Ruth: My name is Ruth Dimick. 
Cathy: Okay. And you address? 
Ruth: 2216 11th Avenue. 
Cathy: Can I have your date and place of birth? 
Ruth: June 22, 1921. And Milton. 
Cathy: Okay. And Mrs. Dimick, you were involved with the 
Southwestern Community Action Council. How did you become involved 
with them? 
Ruth: Well, I took a job as bookkeeper there. And eventually 
moved up as Comptroller for Southwestern and helped with the 
budgets and tried to keep them in line (laughter), that they don't 
overspend or spend accordingly to what they should spend as 
budgeted. 
Cathy: When did you start working for them? 
Ruth: I was just trying to think ... probably in 1965, or 1 66, 
somewhere along there. 
Cathy: So it was right when council was first formed? 
Ruth: Well, it was Cabell County Community Action first, .then they 
incorporated Wayne County, Mason County, and uh, I think the three 
counties, as I recall. It came uh, then they decided they would · 
call it Southwestern Community Action because we were in the 
southern part of the state. (mmm- hnurL) And we had directors. . . 
I probably worked under, I expect there was about 6 or 7 directors 
I worked under, in my short span with them, because I left there in 
'69. 
Cathy: Can you remember names of any of the directors? 
Ruth: No, I can't. Uh, yeah, Charles Smith. (phone ringing in 
background) I remember there was a woman. Can you turn it off for 
a minute? (sure ) 
Cathy: Sure. Okay. So when you first started work there, what . 
. . what were your duties, exactly? 
Ruth: I did the payroll and the bookkeeping. And then, I don't 
know, probably in a year, year and a half, why, we had to have a 
comptroller, our comptroller quit, and I became comptroller, 
get any feedback? 
Ruth: You, you came back to your job and you tried to implement 
these changes that they told you that you should. There again, 
(what kind of changes would they be talking about?) Oh, I really 
don't remember. Whatever it would be, you would just get shot down 
by the director. (yeah) And he didn't want ... he wanted to run the 
show. (yeah) So ... he didn't pay any attention to the 
comptrollers. 
Cathy: That's too bad. What, did you have any kind of input, as 
far as the board went? 
Ruth: Well, all I did was supply them with actual figures. 
Everybody had gone to how much we had and uh, that's all. (mmm-
hmm) I just gave them the reports and they'd take them over 
[inaudible] ... work with the director. 
Cathy: Did the director ever come to you with them? 
Ruth: Some of 'em did. Some of 'em didn't. 
Cathy: That kind of puts you in a bad .... 
Ruth: NO! No, no, it didn't. I mean, I knew what the guidelines 
was. And I knew that I was within my right. But when they did 
things that came across my desk that they'd already authorized 
something that uh, was not a legal purchase, you'd say. 
Cathy: Somebody I talked to mentioned that the fact that the 
federal guidelines would, this may not have happened while you were 
there, but it seemed like they were constantly shifting and 
changing; it was sort of difficult to keep up with them. Did you 
have that problem as well? 
Ruth: Well, to a certain degree. But there again, my, my job was 
just to keep 'em within their budget, whatever figures we had set 
before us. And the guidelines, I can't, I tried to keep 
[inaudible] ... director. He superseded anything ... you know, 
anything he said superseded me, so .... 
Cathy: Did he have the veto over almost everything? 
Ruth: Oh, no, oh, no. I'm not saying that they vetoed everything, 
but they did things that I felt in my mind when I quit that I could 
be held responsible for. And I don't want that. 
Cathy: Yeah. I don't blame you. Do you have anything else you'd 
like to tell me about? [phone ringing in background] Can you 
think of anything else? 
Ruth: No, no I really don't know of anything else. 
Cathy: Well, thanks a lot, I appreciate it. 
Ruth: I'm still friends with a lot of the employees. 
Cathy: Do you still see a lot of 'em? 
Ruth: I have one that just moved back, she, from Summerville, she 
lived up there, and it had been years and she came in to see me the 
other day. 
Cathy: Well, that's neat. ·What 's she doing now? 
Ruth: Uh, she's not doing anything. She's a [inaudible] .... she 
just stays home and takes care of ... but she was bookkeeper when I 
was Comptroller. It was kind of nice. 
Cathy: That's nice. Do you see any of the people who work down 
there now? 
Ruth: No. Once in a while I talk to Joan Ross on the phone. 
She'll call me or I'll call her about something but not ... I haven't 
ever been in her office down there. (oh, really?) I don't ever 
know what goes on there. In fact, I thought the federal government 
had closed out the funds. 
Cathy: Well, apparently, they're still getting quite a bit of 
funds for the uh, elderly programs. There's still some other 
programs that they' re still actively involved in, but they' re 
getting a lot of state aid. 
Ruth: Oh, oh, it's fed into the state, and then they give it to 
the counties (yeah). Oh, okay. Well, that's the changes. 
END OF INTERVIEW 
